
 

 

BASF Position on the Sustainable Use Directive 

 

 

Introduction 

 

Directive 2009/128/EC aims to achieve a sustainable use of pesticides in the EU by reducing risks & 

potential impact of pesticide use on human health & the environment and by promoting the use of Integrated 

Pest Management (IPM). The Commission has started an evaluation of the sustainable use of pesticides 

directive and an impact assessment of its possible future revision. 

 

 

BASF Position 

 

Revision of the Sustainable Use Directive is an opportunity to embrace the wider sustainability agenda. 

 

We call on the Commission and Member States to: 

 

- Promote uptake of IPM, taking into account different regional and crop specific circumstances.  

o IPM means careful consideration of all available plant protection methods and subsequent 

integration of appropriate tools that are economically and ecologically justified to reduce or 

minimize potential risk to human health and the environment. 

 

- Unlock the potential of digital & precision agriculture and foster uptake of modern application 

technologies 

o weather and satellite models as well as smart and precise application technologies have the 

potential to support farmers in further reducing risk and use of pesticides and significantly 

contributing to achieving F2F objectives. 

 

- Develop and establish complementary indicators to provide objective evaluation of the impact 

associated with all available farming solutions, including:  

o land-use efficiency,  

o productivity, quality & food security, 

o water protection, and 

o Operator, consumer and environmental safety  

 

- Ensure that potential legislation on reduction targets is preceded by a holistic impact assessment 

considering all relevant EU strategies, and that there is a commitment to evaluate impact following 

implementation. 

 

The Commission’s ambition for a sustainable agriculture is well-aligned with BASF’s own transformational 

efforts towards a future agriculture that actively reduces CO2 footprint, preserves biodiversity and water 

quality, minimizes the use of natural resources, reduces operator exposure and ensures farmers’ capacity to 

produce sufficient, safe, nutritious and affordable food for all. 

 

See our commitments for sustainable agriculture: 

 

https://www.basf.com/global/en/media/news-releases/2020/11/p-20-365.html. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:02009L0128-20091125

