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= Beetle banks



HOW CAN 1 CREATE AND MANAGE A BEETLE BANK? KEY POINTS

CREATING A BEETLE BANK o After establishment, the grass strips o On light soils with low weed burdens, Beetle banks can boost

o September is the best month to should only be cut when there is a conservation headland management predatory insect numbers that
establish the grass sward on a need to prevent scrub encroachment on either side of the bank, whenever help pest control.
beetle bank. or to get the dead tussocks to the adjacent crop is a cereal, will

o Plough furrows towards each other regenerate (this should be no more enhance its value for insects and birds. The field headland can remain
from either side during cultivation of than once every three years). o Alternatively, grass buffer strips, intact so the whole field is still
the field to create a raised bank of pollen and nectar mixtures or wild farmed as one unit.
about 0.4 m along the plough line. The = PROTECTION FROM SPRAYS bird seed mixtures can be created
headland at each end of the beetle o Beetle banks are particularly adjacent to the beetle bank to buffer it Benefits can be boosted by
bank can remain cropped. vulnerable to the effects of pesticide from pesticides and boost the wildlife measures to protect the banks

o The grass mix should include a high drift because these narrow strips are benefits further. from pesticide sprays.
proportion of tussock-forming species sprayed on either side.

such as cock’s-foot or Timothy grass.
The rest of the mix can consist of
fescues and bents. All species should
be of native origin.

o The seed should be broadcast at a rate

1 Drawing of profile of beetle bank plus conservation headland
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after cultivation to get good (optional) (optional)
establishment.
o Three cuts may be necessary in the 2 Drawing of plan view showing how field is still farmed as one unit

first summer (when the sward reaches

10 cm in height) to encourage the Jd7“am""es
grasses to tiller and help control Z 2 m beetle bank
invasive weeds. Weeds can also be
: 6 m conservation

controlled by spot spraying or use of a i headland (optional)
weed—wiper. Headland can

be cropped in

the usual way
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You can get further ir.lformation on this and Agricultural Adviser, The RSPB, T GAME The Defra ELS and OELS schemes can fund this
other ways of managing your farm for UK Headquarters, The Lodge, @.31/‘ CONSERVANCY type of management. For full details, refer to
wildlife from: RSPB Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL. +¥+ TRUST the scheme handbooks.
Tel: 01767 680551 :
www.rspb.org.uk/farming The Game Conservancy Trust, Fordingbridge, ELS - Entry Level Stewardship
Hampshire SP6 1EF. Tel: 01425 652381 OELS _ 0rganic Entry Level Stewardship
Farmi d Wildlife Advi .gct.org.uk
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\ r01.1p, ¢ onv:a €18 7 Conservation headlands
) Kenilworth, Warwickshire Buffer strips on cultivated land
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